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II:lis month in Texas Co-op Power we
report on a topical issue near and dear
to our electric cooperative hearts—
energy!

Shortfalls in domestic supplies—a
result of this year’s devastating hurri-
cane season and an ever-increasing
worldwide demand for fossil fuels—are
driving energy costs higher and higher.

But co-op members will not be hit
as hard as most consumers, according
to Mike Williams, president and CEO
of Texas Electric Cooperatives—the
statewide association to which your
cooperative belongs. That’s because co-
ops have done a good job diversifying
their fuel mix and because they are not
as dependent on the spot market as
some other utilities. Electric co-ops
work hard to get the best energy
prices for their members every day.

As this issue goes to press, devastat-
ing wildfires are sweeping across the
state and the threat continues. Please
read the tips for prevention and
response in the Texas Co-op Principles
in Action section located in the front
of the magazine.

In our second feature, we learn that
Texans love Texas (no surprise to us)!
While researching her children’s litera-
ture feature, Managing Editor Carol
Moczygemba discovered that Texas
children are keen on tales about Texas.
And why not? There are some pretty
exciting true-life stories about the his-
tory of this great state!

Buttermilk? It’s a “new” ingredient
for many contemporary cooks. But
Food Editor Shannon Oelrich shows us
that it is a necessary component in
these delectable desserts.

Enjoy!

b

Peg Champion
VP, Communications/Publisher

may need some cleaning up
herself after helping her
sisters, LILLY and CLAIRE,
wash the family car. Her
mother, BRIGID, is a
Pedernales EC member.

For more car wash photos,
turn to page 37.

GREG SMITH
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TEXAS CO-OP PRINCIPLES BEBEREER

State Co-op Chairman Gives Wildfire Prevention Tips

As this issue of Texas Co-op Power
goes to press, nearly 260,000
acres of Texas are either in flames or
charred black by storms of wildfires.
Almost four-fifths of the state’s coun-
ties are under a burn ban, and the
threat continues.

Many co-op members have suffered
significant damage to pasture and
farmland, loss of livestock and homes,
and—most tragic—loss of life. The co-
ops’ role in their respective communi-
ties is never more pronounced than in
times of great need.

The scores of co-op employees
who give their time and energy as
volunteer firefighters immediately
come to mind. During the past several
weeks, these men and women have
willingly put themselves in harm’s
way in the service of their neighbors.

Audie Morris, a director with Wise
EC and chair of the Texas Electric
Cooperatives (TEC) board of directors,
is a professional firefighter who
deeply understands the consequences
of carelessness. Morris fully supports
cooperatives’ safety mission in their
communities. “Your local co-op is

constantly concerned with members’
safety. At a time like this, these mes-
sages of prevention and precaution are
even more important,” he said.

Here are tips on preventative and
emergency measures to take during
this unusually hazardous season:

PREVENTION

® Take care with cigarettes, matches
and other flammables.

® Mow grass short. Trim grass from
fence lines. Rake leaves. Clear away
refuse.

® Keep hay bales and firewood away
from buildings, electric lines and
rights-of-way.

® Allow your co-op to keep power
lines free of tree branches.

® Keep shrubs and trees out of power
line rights-of-way.

® Trim dead or dormant shrubbery
close to houses or barns. In highly
vulnerable areas, firefighters recom-
mend removing shrubs within 15
feet of a residence.

® Make a family evacuation plan. Have
an inventory of home valuables in a
fireproof box.

IF FIRE IS REPORTED NEAR YOUR

COMMUNITY:

® Place photos, vital records and small
items of value in your car. Park your
car facing the direction of escape.

® Clear a fire break around buildings.

@ Shut gas off at the meter. (Only a
qualified professional can safely
turn the gas back on.)

® Turn off propane tanks.

® Leave the electricity on, especially if
it powers a well.

® Turn on sprinklers.

® Wet down shrubs within 15 feet of
houses or barns.

® Place lawn sprinklers on the roof
and near above-ground fuel tanks.
Wet down the roof.

® Close windows, vents, doors, blinds
and nonflammable window cover-
ings. Remove flammable drapes and
curtains.

® Close interior doors and windows
to prevent drafts.

o If advised to evacuate, do so imme-
diately. Choose a route away from
the fire hazard, and be alert to
changes in the speed and direction
of fire and smoke.
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Those Tour simpie words conjure some of the warm-
est memories of my childhood, times when my mother
would hoist me on her lap and read me a story. Later,
when I had grown past easy lifting, she would take me
to the library, where I made a beeline to the children’s
section to sit on the floor for hours in front of shelves
full of adventure, fantasy and exotic characters. I
delighted in the feel of the clothbound covers and the
thick, ivory-colored pages. Each book was a new place
where I could travel unhindered by reality.

Today’s children are so bombarded with activities and
distractions—not to mention ever-more enticing computer
games—it’s surprising they would care a fig about books.
But apparently, they do. Witness the Harry Potter phenom-

enon, for example. Bring to mind the
blocks-long lines of children and their
s waiting for the midnight release
Otter’s latest adventure at Hogwart’s
R of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

I o ¢ salcs and library checkouts,

I - ci:lly cnjoy stories about their
homTS*WEEIHo with an increasing interest in Texas

children’s literature, there is a growing cadre of pub-

lishers, writers and illustrators who have jumped on
the wagon.

Jean Holland, youth librarian at the Austin Public
Library, believes youngsters are intrigued with Texas
themes because of glamorous ideas about cowboys,
the ranching life and Texas folk tales. “Texas books give
them an opportunity to learn about their culture and
place them in their world,” she says.

In the following pages, we offer a small sampling of
children’s and young adult titles inspired by the people,
places, legends, history and tall tales of Texas. Suggested
reader ages are approximate. Even if certain titles are
not available at local libraries, patrons can obtain them
through the nationwide interlibrary loan program.

BY CAROL MOCZYGEMBA -

PHOTOS BY RICK PATRICK

Lilah, 6, and West Bevins, 3, of Austin sit in their chair-for-two by the fireplace. Lilah has been reading since she was 4. West loves to listen.
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PICTURE BOOKS

BLUEBONNET GIRL ¥

Michael Lind, Ilustrator Kate Kiesler

Henry Holt, 2003

This is a beautiful version of how a
Comanche girl sacrificed her doll to
save her people from a terrible drought.
The doll had a little bonnet made of
blue jay feathers. After she gave up her
favorite possession, the rains came,
bringing spring flowers. “And still
every spring come the showers that
bring bluebonnets to prairies again. And
where they appear, it is said, you can
hear the laugh of a child in the wind.”

MICHABL LIND

Bluebonnet Girl

Ir shmeardbe RATC KICELER

Toddlers

TEXAS ALPHABET »

Laurie Parker, Writer/ Illustrator

Quail Ridge Press, 2000

Parents get a break on this one. The
rhymes go trippingly off the tongue
as children learn their ABCs. “C,” for
example, “is for COWBOYS on grid-
iron and saddle, COTTON BOWL,
CACTUS, COYOTES and CATTLE.”

A1AMO ACROSS TEXAS

Jill Stover, Writer/ Illustrator

Lothrop Lee & Shepard, 1998

During a drought, Alamo, a slightly
goggle-eyed alligator, starts off
across Texas in search of a suit-
able watery place to live. The bright

JAN BERETT & &

to Beginning Readers

AN
pastel illustrations show the land-
scape of the area and the exotic
creatures that inhabit it. Young
listeners will join in the chorus of
“He walked and he walked and he

walked” as Alamo makes a circuit of
the state.

ARrMADILLO RODEO

Jan Brett, Writer/ Illustrator

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1995

A young armadillo strays from his
mother and brothers and winds up
following what his poor eyesight tells
him is a red armadillo. (It’s really a
red cowboy boot.)
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HISTORY

JOHNNY TEXAS _ It’s spring of 1878 on the
7-10 years E ﬁ“'“l_.,;lr;.”':,; Rockin’ W in South Texas,
Carol Hoff, SUMMER and 14-year-old Hallie
Ilustrator Bob Meyers ol il embarks on the adventure
Hendrick-Long Publishing STORM of a lifetime along the

Company, 1992; originally
published in 1950 by Wil-
cox and Follett Publishing
Johnny emigrates
from Germany to
Texas to start a
new life in a farm-
ing community
outside Houston.
The Texas Revolu-
tion begins, and Johnny proves him-
self steadfast and inventive.

TALES FROM THE HOMEPLACE,
ADVENTURES OF A TEXAS

FARM GIRL

9-12 years

Harriet Burandt and Shelley Dale

Henry Holt and Company, 1997

Nine compelling stories based on
the childhood memories of Irene
Hutto, who grew up in the 1930s
on a cotton farm around Robstown.

GET ALONG LITTLE DOGIES,
THE CHISHOLM TRAIL DIARY
OF HALLIE LOoU WELLS

9-12 years

Lisa Waller Rogers

Texas Tech University Press

Ay Julii Taka

Chisholm Trail.

B GALVESTON’S

SUMMER

OF THE STORM

10-14 years

Julie Lake

Texas Christian University Press, 2003

A young girl, Abby Kate, is

enjoying an extended visit
with her grandmother in Galveston in
September of 1900 when the nation’s
worst hurricane hits. We follow Abby
through the terror of the storm and
learn how she saves herself and how
the citizens
of Galveston
regroup to
heal their city.

SAM HoOUSTON Is
My Hero

12-16 years
Judith M. Alter

TCU Press, 2003
Fourteen-year-
old Cat Jen-
nings rides
across South
Texas from her

THE STOEY OF

family farm outside Bastrop urging
volunteers to join Sam Houston’s
army after the fall of the Alamo. She
joins the Runaway Scrape and follows
Houston and his army to San Jacinto,
confident that he will save Texas.

COMANCHE SONG
12-16 years
Janice Shefelman, Tllustrator Tom Shefelman
Eakin Press, 1999
Tsena Naku (“He Who Hears the
Wolf”), a Comanche boy who was
16 in 1840, is granted a vision and
special powers that enable him to
survive great hardships and become
a leader of his people. He must learn
how to live in the world the Texans
are making,
~ M THE STORY OF TEXAS
12-16 years
John Edward Weems and Ron Stone
Illustrator Tom Jones
Shearer Publishing, 1986
The Story of Texas distills
historian John Edward
Weems’ highly readable
adult work into a quick trip
through Texas history from
prehistoric times to the
Texas Revolution to the
20th century. One-stop
shopping for great moments
in Texas history.

SPANISH AND ENGLISH

THE DAY IT SNOWED TORTILLAS/

EL DiA QUE NEVARON TORTILLAS
4-adult

Joe Hayes, Illustrator

Antonio Castro Lopez

Cinco Puntos Press, 2003

These 10 folktales told in Spanish
and English are from West Texas and
eastern New Mexico. The perfectly
cadenced prose and witty verses tell
stories that are sly, wise, funny and
sometimes nicely creepy. Hayes has

8 TEXAS CO-OP POWER - FEBRUARY 2006

performed these stories until they are
as polished as stones in a creek.

FAMILY PIcTURES/ CUADROS DE FAMILIA »

6-adult

Carmen Lomas Garza, Writer/ Illustrator
Children’s Book Press, 1990

These stories of the author’s girl-
hood in Kingsville explore Hispanic-
American traditions and culture from
curanderas to homemade tamales to the
custom of Las Posadas.




ALAMO

SUSANNA OF THE ALAMO

6-10 years

John Jakes, Illustrator Paul Bacon

Voyager Books, 1990

Based on the true story of Susanna
Dickinson, who survived the battle of
the Alamo along with her 15-month-
old daughter. Susanna becomes per-
sonally involved in the Texas battle for
independence as she meets first with
General Santa Anna, then General Sam
Houston. Her courage and determi-
nation help save the citizens of her
hometown of Gonzales from Santa
Anna’s advancing army.

INSIDE THE ALAMO ¥

9-12 years

Jim Murphy, historic photos and illustrations
Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2003

This account of the 13-day siege is
based on historical research. Full-page
profiles with photographs of the major
figures, such as Jim Bowie and Davy
Crockett, appear throughout the book.
Long-told stories, such as Travis’s
drawing a line in the sand, are gently
examined for inconsistencies.

e Lo i
oAt b -

{757 R

I REMEMBER THE ALAMO

9-13 years

D. Anne Love

Yearling, 2001

Eleven-year-old Jessie is aghast when
her impetuous father informs the
family that he is moving them from
Kentucky to Mexican Texas to fight for
Texan independence and claim their
future in a “brand-new country.” Pa
and Jessie’s older brother, Yancy, join
the Texan army of Colonel Fannin, and
Jessie, her younger brother and their
mother take refuge in the Alamo.

VOICES OF THE ALAMO

6-10 years

Sherry Garland, Illustrator Ronald Himler
Pelican Publishing Company, 2004

Sixteen historical/fictional charac-
ters from General Santa Anna and
David Crockett to a contemporary
boy recount their impressions of the
Alamo. Includes lengthy background
information and a glossary of Spanish
words and phrases.

ANIMALS

HoRNED TOAD Included is a natural his-
CANYON » fory guide that is a good
3-6 years basic introduction to the
Joyce Gibson Roach, Western habitat.

Illustrator Charles Shaw

Bright Sky Press, 2003 DLD YELLER
Nip, Tuck, Beam, L0-14 years
Shine, Digger and Fred Gipson

HarperCollins Children’s Book Group,
1990

R beloved, classic com-
Ing-of-age story. Origi-
nally published in 1957, the book

is elegantly written and full of hard-
scrabble wisdom. A young boy is left

Shorty are horned
toads who live on

the Southwestern

Prairie, where they
spend a lot of their time keeping out
of the way of hawks, rattlesnakes and
the like. It’s safe to say that this is the

only story ever written in which a
thundering cattle stampede is told
from the viewpoint of small reptiles.

in charge of his pioneer family’s Texas
farm while his father is away. His first
protective act is to get rid of an old

yellow stray dog That old dog is now
legend. A heartwarming and heart-
wrenching story of relationship, love
and courage.

HANK THE COWDOG SERIES

9-12 years

John R. Erickson, Ilustrator Gerald L. Holmes
Puffin and Viking Children’s Books

West Texas author John Erickson’s
Hank the Cowdog books are set on a
sprawling ranch inhabited by a cast
of cowboys and animals. Hank, the
narrator, sees himself as the suave
and fearless Head of Ranch Security,
but sometimes he’s just the head of
ranch screw-ups. The series includes
45 volumes.
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NATURE, WILDFLOWERS

THE LEGEND OF THE BLUEBONNET

3-8 years

Tomie dePaola, Writer/ Illustrator

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1983

This is another version of the legend
of the orphan Comanche girl whose
touching sacrifice to the Great Spirits
brought fields of bluebonnets and an
end to the famine and drought that had
claimed so many of her people’s lives.

Miss LADY BIRD’Ss WILDFLOWERS V¥

7-10 years

Kathi Appelt, Tllustrator Joy Fisher Hein

Harper Collins, 2005

The story of Lady Bird
Johnson, from her
childhood in the Piney
Woods to her life as
First Lady in the White
House. Mrs. Johnson'’s
love for wildflow-

ers translated into her
vision for beautifying
the roadsides of the
United States and the
creation of the Lady
Bird Johnson Wild-

flower Center in Austin.

LEARN ABOUT
TexAs BIRDS »
7-11 years
Mark W,
Lockwood

Texas Parks and
Wildlife Press, 1997 [#1F
This learning
and activ-

ity book can
serve as a

AR

_'r:ﬂqﬂ

child’s initia-
tion to birding. It’s packed with infor-
mation and has a coloring poster.

LEARN ABOUT
TEXAS
DINOSAURS »
7-11 years
Elena T. Ivy

Texas Parks and
Wildlife Press, 2001
Another great
learning and
activity book
on a subject

of wonder to
every child—chock full of facts with a
coloring poster.

If you can't find the book you're looking for at your local library or bookstore, there are several ways to obtain a copy.

TEXSHARE PROGRAM
Find out whether your library participates in TexShare. This state-funded program provides several services, including the TexShare Card program
and databases. Participating libraries can issue a TexShare borrowing card that allows a library patron to use any other participating library across
the state. This means you can visit another public or academic library, browse the shelves, and check out materials immediately. To find out if your
library, or a library you want to use, participates in the TexShare Card program, visit www.texshare.edu.

NATIONAL INTERLIBRARY LOAN PROGRAM
Through the federally funded Interlibrary Loan (ILL) program, your librarian can help you obtain books that may not be on the shelves of your local
library. ILL is a statewide network of academic, public and special libraries throughout Texas. Frequently this service is used to locate unusual or

out-of-print items, including articles from old magazines and newspapers. The process takes from four to six weeks, and the service is usually free
to the borrower. (Some lending libraries charge a fee or require special handling for rare or fragile items, which is then passed on to the borrower.
Some libraries also recoup the cost of postage to return the item to the lending library.)

INTERNET RESOURCES
Two reliable Internet sources are www.abebooks.com and www.amazon.com. Abebooks is a good source for out-of-print or hard-to-find titles. Ama-
zon handles used books as well as new.

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER -
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Worldwide electricity use could nearly double in the next two decades alone.
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THE RISING COST OF
DOING BUSINESS

Fuel prices and global competition contribute to the cost of electricity.

BY REED KARAIM -

asoline prices have soared and
natural gas prices are taking
flight. The last thing con-
sumers want to hear is more
bad news about their energy
costs. But, despite the best
efforts of electric co-ops to hold the
line, monthly electric bills may also be
on the way up for many Americans.

The good news for co-op members
is the increases they may experience
shouldn’t be as severe on average as
those at the pump. The bad news,
most analysts agree, is there could be
several years of upward pressure on
electric rates.

There are steps the power industry,
the government and every consumer
can take to help keep costs down. But
a large part of the problem is simply
that the world faces a new era of
increased global competition for lim-
ited energy and other resources.

The new reality starts with much
higher costs for natural gas, which
will make it more costly for Texans to
stay warm in the winter and cool in
the summer. Natural gas is the fuel
used to generate more than 70 percent
of the electricity in Texas.

Almost all of the new power plants
built during the last decade in the
United States burn natural gas to gen-
erate electricity. The reason is simple:
When the plans for those plants were
on the drawing board, natural gas was

one of the great energy bargains, cost-
ing about $2 per million Btu as
recently as 2002.

The United States and Canada pro-
duced almost all the natural gas they

Several nations that
used to export natural
gas have started
importing as their
needs have grown.

used, so—unlike oil—the supply
seemed less dependent on the whims of
world markets and, in particular, the ups
and downs of Middle Eastern politics.
But in 2005, natural gas went as
high as $14 per million Btu. That was
a spike, but analysts project that prices
will stay at least in the $6 to $8 range,

ILLUSTRATION BY GIL ADAMS

an increase of as much as 400 percent
in only a few years.

The problem is the fuel that seemed
to be a bargain was always subject to
the basic laws of supply and demand.
The United States and Canada now use
all the natural gas they can pump out
of the ground and more, leaving no
slack in the system.

“We've been living on this razor’s
edge where any change in supply, any
change in demand—any significant
weather event—makes a difference,”
says Chris McGill, managing director,
policy analysis for the American Gas
Association. “We had a summer this
year [2005] that was 19 percent
warmer than normal. That’s a huge
deviation.”

And 2005’s devastating hurricane
season will dampen the outlook for oil
and gas production well into 2006. In
a tight market, that can send prices
skyrocketing.

To make up for shortfalls in
domestic supply, the United States has
imported natural gas from Canada and
Mexico, as well as a small amount of
liquefied natural gas, or LNG. Several
nations that used to export natural
gas—including the United Kingdom
and China—have started importing
as their needs have grown. Efforts
are underway to expand LNG import
capability on a dramatic scale, but
competition for it has also increased.

FEBRUARY 2006 - TEXAS CO-OP POWER 13



Co-ops have long been

industry leaders in
finding innovative ways
to hold down costs.

ountries such as India, China
and Brazil are rapidly industri-
alizing, and their needs are
changing World energy con-
sumption is projected to
increase by 57 percent from
2002 to 2025, according to the
Energy Information Administration.
Worldwide electricity use is
expected to grow even faster. It could
nearly double in the next two decades
alone, the agency projects in its study,
“International Energy Outlook 2005.”
Leading this charge is China, which
recently announced another year of
sharp economic growth above 9 per-
cent. When David Mohre, executive
director of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association’s energy and
power division, toured China recently,
he learned that one out of every five
construction cranes currently in use is
in the booming Shanghai region. The
Chinese economic juggernaut, Mohre
points out, means more competition
for everything from oil to the steel and
cement used to build power plants.
Here in the United States, which
still uses the most power of any nation
in the world, the demand for electric-
ity is growing more modestly. Rising
natural gas costs here could be par-
tially offset by an increased investment
in nuclear or coal-fired plants—
although both face regulatory and
environmental hurdles—and by

14 TEXAS CO-OP POWER + FEBRUARY 2006

increased conservation by consumers.

Smart homeowner choices, along
with more investment in alternative
energy sources such as solar and wind
generation, can all help reduce depend-
ence on world energy markets.

The Energy Information Administra-
tion’s forecast shows energy costs
falling back from last year’s highs, but
not to previous lows, and then increas-
ing more slowly over several years.

uckily, rising energy costs don'’t

look as bad for co-op members

as for most consumers. “The

generation and transmission

cooperatives that supply much of

the power to the co-op network
have done a good job of diversifying
their fuel mix to help mitigate increases
in one fuel type,” said Mike Williams,
Texas Electric Cooperatives CEO.

Most also are highly rated by Wall
Street. This means they can raise
money for needed improvements
more affordably than many utilities,
according to Williams.

Cooperatives have tended to take a
long-term view and build solid sys-
tems that provide stability for their
consumer-members. They've long
been industry leaders in finding inno-
vative ways to hold down costs.

Adjustments in rates are part of the
new reality. Electric cooperatives, how-
ever, hold one final advantage. They're
owned by the people they serve. As
Mohre puts it: “Co-ops are not for
profit. They don'’t try to get the highest
price from their members, but the
lowest price for their members.”

Arizona-based Reed Karaim writes frequently on
electric co-op issucs.

Energy Star, www.energystar.gov

www.eere.energy.gov

RESOURCES

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Institute, www.ari.org

The Alliance to Save Energy, www.ase.org

American Architectural Manufacturers Association, www.aamanet.org
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, www.aceee.org
American Society of Landscape Architects, www.asla.org

American Solar Energy Society, www.ases.org

Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers, www.aham.org
Cellulose Insulation Manufacturers Association, www.cellulose.org
Efficient Windows Collaborative, www.efficientwindows.org

Federal Trade Commission, Bureau of Consumer Protection, www.ftc.gov
Insulation Contractors Association of America, www.insulate.org
National Arbor Day Foundation, www.arborday.org

National Association of Home Builders, www.nahb.org

National Association of State Energy Officials, www.naseo.org

National Insulation Association, www.insulation.org

North American Insulation Manufacturers Association, www.naima.org
Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association, www.pima.org
Rocky Mountain Institute, www.rmi.org

Solar Energy Industries Association, www.seia.org

Solar Rating and Certification Corporation, www.solar-rating.org

Texas Electric Cooperatives, www.texas-ec.org

U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy portal,

Window and Door Manufacturers Association, www.wdma.com




Tips To Avoid
an Electrifying
Experience

Most deaths and injuries
caused by electrical hazards
are preventable, according to the
Electrical Safety Foundation Inter-
national (ESFI). Founded in 1994,
ESFI is North America’s only non-
profit organization dedicated
exclusively to promoting electrical
safety in the home, school and
workplace. It is funded by leading
electrical manufacturers, interna-
tionally recognized testing labora-
tories, electrical unions and
associations, utilities and con-
Sumer groups.

ESFI offers these tips to help you
avoid problems with electricity:

B Insulation is a primary protec-
tion against electric shock, but
it can get worn or cracked.
Inspect it regularly.

B Replace damaged electrical
equipment or have it repaired
at an authorized repair center.

B Replace frayed cords, broken
plugs or cracks that could cause
hazards; cut and throw out
damaged cords. Look for frayed
cords on power tools.

B Plug grounded (three-wire)
tools only into grounded outlets.

B Don'’t pick up power tools by
their power cords.

B Read and obey all signs and
posted warnings. Don'’t let
these important sources of
information become an unno-
ticed part of the landscape.

B Don’t work with electricity in
the rain. Use ground-fault cir-
cuit interrupter (GFCI) protec-
tion when working where
water is near electricity, in areas
such your kitchen, laundry
room, bathroom or outdoors, to
protect against electric shock.

B Ieave technical, complicated or
confusing tasks involving elec-
tricity to electricians and other
specialists.
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After the
ho, ho,
hos...

Comes the
bills, bills,
bills.

Don’t let
holiday bills
get your new
year off to a

bad start.

One 10 minute phone call is all it takes
to pay off all your bills and
get a fresh start financially!

Look how low your payments could be at 5.875%:

Loan Amount Loan Amount Loan Amount
$75,000 | $100,000 f $150,000
Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. ’
$443.65* || $591.54* || $887.31*

*
587 Annual Percentage Rate, 1 yr. ARM, 2/6 caps LIBOR, 3% margin, 30 yr. term. Subject to
credit, collateral and income requirements. Rates as of 12/20/05. Rates subject to change.

* Buy your dream home with no money down!

Programs for: « Self employed/unable to verify
income ¢ Refinance to a lower rate
* Less than perfect credit

e Fast approvals e Local closings ¢ Cash to you in just days!

Homeowners: call toll-free anytime, 24 hours a day, seven days a week:

The Money Outlet, Inc. - 1-800-581-3646

10 State Residential Mortgage Lender e In business since 1993
* Visit us at www.moneyoutlet.com e
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ALl Four Star
' { Fare for
| the Lone
Star State
ORDER FORM
Please send me ______ cookbooks at

$18.75 each, for a total of $

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Make checks payable to Texas
Electric Cooperatives and mail to:
Cookbook, Attn: Tracy Paccone
Texas Electric Cooperatives
2550 South IH-35, Austin, TX 78704













































































